
     ANNUAL  
   REPORT
2017/2018



The club remains a strong fixture of Victorian water polo, 
successfully fielding 4 teams in the state competition, and 
welcoming a significant social membership base. We attract 
diverse members of different ages, backgrounds, abilities and 
interests, with a focus on being their best. Our new website 
and strong social media presence not only ensures that we are 
visible and accessible, but also provides a constant stream of 
enquiries and interest for support and membership.

We participated in a number of events for the benefit of the 
club, including our annual Midusmma Activities (Carnival, Pride 
March and Sport’s Day), hosting the Laird BBQ every 4-weeks, 
and holding our second Trivia Night – a sell-out that was our 
most successful fundraiser to date. We also participated in the 
Pride Cup in Brisbane, and – for the first time – had our own 
float in Mardi Gras, marching alongside the Sydney Stingers.

From a wider community perspective, our members were 
active supporters of the marriage equality campaign, providing 
numbers and stories to volunteer activities and fundraisers. 
(We even had our own proposal that went global!) We continued 
our ongoing partnership with the Victorian AIDS Council, 
providing volunteers and support for their events including 
World AIDS Day, the VAC Pool Party as part of Midsumma and 
the recent VACstravaganza fundraiser. VAC is our long-standing 
sponsor, and we thank them for all they do for us and the 
health and wellbeing of the community.

Surge also continued to successfully work with Water Polo 
Victoria to strengthen pathways and accessibility, with Bumpa 
Polo events at both Midsumma and the Chillout Festival in 
March. WPV also facilitated a First Aid Course for us to ensure 
the safety of our members, and continues to support our ongoing 
growth and development in ambitious and meaningful ways.

Surge can also celebrate our highest membership to date, 
with 151 individuals on the books. Our 2018 Rookies Program 
had record-breaking levels of interest, participants and new 
members. This is a testament to our hardworking volunteers 
and committee, and to the themes of support and inclusion 
that our members promote in all our activities. Everyone is 
welcome, and we will always support you to be your best.

I would like to offer my thanks to our current committee; to 
our veterans and new faces, and to those moving into different 
roles, or stepping aside to provide opportunities for others. I am 
constantly in awe of everything that our club has been able to 
and will continue to achieve with the hard work of volunteers. A 
successful collective is a group of ambitious and open-minded 
individuals supporting each other and working towards a 
common goal; this is not always easy, but the results speak for 
themselves. I look forward to watching the new line-up driving 
us into further success and the future.

I would also like to thank all our members and volunteers 
who work so hard to promote our club, what it does for our 
community and our reputation. While the committee and 
special groups organise events and activities, it is up to all of 
our members individually to action them successfully. I would 
encourage everyone to participate, in whatever capacity they 
can, knowing that these successes benefit us all.

It is also important to recognise our community partners and 
sponsors; whether organisations, companies or individuals. 
Thank you for your donations, sponsorship, advice, publicity, 
promotion and the myriad of other ways that you help our 
organisation be the best it can be.

FINALLY, AS OUTGOING PRESIDENT, I WOULD LIKE TO 
THANK EVERYONE I HAVE WORKED WITH, BOTH IN AND 
OUT OF THE CLUB, OVER THE LAST 3-YEARS. MY TIME AS 
PRESIDENT HAS BEEN CHALLENGING, EDUCATIONAL AND 
ENLIGHTENING, BUT ALSO A PLEASURE. 

I have learnt so much from the role, our club and – most 
importantly – our members. Presidency, like any role, has 
to be supported by the people you represent. I thank you 
all for supporting me through what has been an amazing 
experience; both the club and I are different as we come 
out the other side, and I hope it can only be for the better. I 
look forward to having continued involvement in Surge and 
watching our success continue.

MELBOURNE SURGE WATER POLO CLUB PRESIDENT

“ W e  a t t r a c t  d i v e r s e  m em b e r s  o f  d i f f e r e n t 
a g e s ,  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s , 
w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  b e i n g  t h e i r  b e s t .  ”
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MELBOURNE SURGE HAS A STRONG PRESENCE AS PART OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL WATER POLO AND 
LGBTI CIRCLES; THE LAST 12-MONTHS HAVE PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO PURSUE ACTIVITIES THAT BENEFIT 
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY, PARTNERS AND MEMBERSHIP BASED ON OUR RECENT GROWTH.
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FOUR TEAMS ENTER THE COMPETITION - AUG 2017

With so many new competitive players, the 2017 State Championships 
saw Surge enter a fourth team into competition for the first time in 

the club’s history.

MARCHING IN MARDI GRAS AS SURGE - MAR 2018

or the 40th Annual Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras, Melbourne 
Surge officially marched alongside the Sydney Stingers in ’78  

inspired bathers.

SURGE TRIVIA AT COLLINGWOOD TOWN HALL - FEB 2018

Once again, Surge put on a massive night of trivia and cheeky entertainment 
at Collingwood Town Hall. The sold out event raised $10,000 on the night.

MIDSUMMA PRIDE MARCH - JAN 2018

The new year kicked off a great line up of community events as part of Midsumma 
Festival including Carnival in the Team Melbourne Sporting Precinct, an sweltering 

dance routine in Pride March, and we helped run Bumpa Polo at the Queer Pool Party for 
club sponsor, Thorne Harbour Health.

NORTHSIDE BIZARRE WINNERS  - OCT 2017    

Helping to raise funds for JOY and the Victorian AIDS Council (recently renamed Thorne 
Harbour Health), Surge’s sweet treats took home the title of “MasterBaker 2017” at the 

annual Northside Bizarre.

                NWPL PRIDE CUP - MAR 2018

Brisbane hosted the third annual Pride Cup, including the Pride Shield where 
Surge sent a selection of players to Queensland for some friendly competition 

with the Brisbane Tritons, Sydney Stingers, and the Perth White Pointers.

          INAUGURAL LIFE MEMBERS - SEVEN, DISCO, DARREN - JULY 2017

 At Surge’s Annual General Meeting, Shannon “Seven” Roxburgh, Andrew “Disco” 
Sciberras, and Darren McClafferty became the Surge’s first official Life Members – 

recognising their longstanding contributions to the club.

CHILLOUT QUEER POOL PARTY - MAR 2018

Helping to engage Victoria’s LGBTI communities in a bit of sport, we once 
again worked with Water Polo Victoria to host casual rounds of ‘Bumpa Polo’ 

at the annual ChillOut Festival in Daylesford.



THANK YOU

OUR CLUB

ABLA’S PATISSERIE  I  ACTIVE PRIDE  I  BRISBANE TRITONS  I  CITY OF YARRA  I  CHICKEN N BEER  I  COLIN KRYCER  I   
DAVIDE  FINOTTI  I  DEAN ARCURI  I  DICK WITTINGTON  I  DT’S PUB  I EAGLE LEATHER  I  IMAGINARIUM PHOTOGRAPHY  I  
JAMES VIVIAN DERMAL THERAPIES  I  JOY 94.9  I LAIRD HOTEL  I  MANKIND  I  MASSIVE WEINERS  I  MQFF  I  PALAIS 
THEATRE  I  PERTH WHITE POINTERS  I  PLAYREACTIVE  I  POLLY FILLA  I  RED STITCH: ACTORS THEATRE  I  SKINTRADE  I  
SYDNEY STINGERS   I  TEAM MELBOURNE  I TETA MONA   I  THE EMERSON ROOFTOP BAR  I  THORNE HARBOUR HEALTH  I  
TOM JONES MASSAGE THERAPIES  I  VITALITY HEALTH AND  WELLNESS  I  WATER POLO AUSTRALIA  I  WATER POLO VICTORIA  I  
WRANGLER I  AND ALL OUR DEAR PARTNERS AND FRIENDS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US


